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and doubt, and lead ignorant folk into error by your own
devious ways! Ye have no authority; your customs con-
tradict one another!" Such blasphemies, and many more of
the same sort, these heretics uttered against the Catholics,
taking many simple souls in their snares ; nay, even unto this
day they cease not to spread abroad the wicked and schismatic
doctrines which they have taken in hand.
6       AN ARTIST'S NOTEBOOK
Villard de Honnecourt, a Picard master-mason, probably built a great
church at Vaucelles about 1230, another in Hungary later, and the choir of
the Cathedral of St Quentin (destroyed only a few months ago) about 1250.
He is the only medieval architect whose sketchbook has survived; from
this we may learn much about a master-mason's mentality and methods,
which were essentially the same in all countries. His book was first pub-
lished byLassus (1858), then by Prof. Willis (1859), and lastly, in photo-
graphic facsimile (Paris 1908). The following translations are from the
edition of Lassus. Several of Villard's drawings have been reproduced
on a small scale by Prof, Lethaby in his Medieval Art, 1904, pp. 172,197,
238, 249; and his celebrated description and drawing of the lion will be
found on p. 336 of my Medieval Garner.
Prologue (p. 61).
Here on this page you may find the figures of twelve
apostles, seated.
Villard de Honnecourt greets you, and prays all those who
work at the artifices \engiens\ which will be found in this book
to pray for his soul, and to bear him in mind, For in this
book will be found good advice for the great power of masonry
and of engines of carpentry. You will find likewise the power
of portraiture and of design, even as the art of geometry bid-
deth and teacheth.
p. 73. Oftentimes have master [masons and carpenters]
disputed how to make a wheel turn of its own force. You may
see here how it may be done by an uneven number of mallets
or [bags of] quicksilver.
{Seeplate ij
It will be seen that, the mallets or bags being made so as to swing
freely, Villard hopes that there will always be four on the downward side
_ of the wheel and only three on the upward side ; thus the mallet or bag
will always fall over to the left as it reaches the top, adinjinitum.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